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&tmd Reformers, Impresarios, Purists, Students of the
The, Decameron Idea of Princess
reruita and Her Clothes. (From

the Original Illustration
by Louis Chalon.)
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Miss Margaret
Bannermnn Attired

Only in Her Luxurious
Wig. This Is the Lady Godivn Style Costume She Wears

on the Stage in1 the Character of Perdita. the Princess
a Style Miss Kershaw Declined to Introduce.

what extent doea n classic back-

groundTO Justify nudity on the mod-or- n

fltago?
And Is Boccaccio's Decamoron a crwt

classic, after all oMs It an "Immoral and

indecent" boolc, as somo recent modern
courts havo lield7

A new atorm la now raging on thin point

In Amorlcn and Kngland. Its contro Is the
stage- - of tho famous old Drury Iano Tlioa.
tro- In Loudon, where an elaborate spec-

tacle called "Decameron Nights" Is holng

presented.
Tho play Is a froo adaptation of tho

story In the Decameron callod "Tho Soldan

of Babylon," with added parts from otlihr

of Boccaclo's tales which hml oriental
settings. v

Tho plot Involves a bcnutlful princess,

who Is cast up nnked on tho rocks after a
shipwreck, and a sultan's son, who fall
In love with hor. Thq rolo of tha prlncesn,
rordlta, was originally given to an Amer-
ican actress Wllletto Kershaw. Miss Kor--
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Classics and Preachers at Loggerheads
Since Demure Miss Kershaw

i

Theatrical
Shipwrecked

Indignantly
nhaw insisted on playing the rolo in tights
and with a long flow lug wig.

Loudon critics sulci princesses who worn
cast up naked by the sea did not wear
tights. Tho management of tho thentro
thought tho criticism Bound, ttss Ker-
shaw did not. "The Decameron may bo a
classic," alio Is reported to havo said, "hut,
classic or no classic, I rofuso to make It
an excuse for showing mysolf baro to
nightly audiences In London!"

"Tho name of thlrt play," reported the
managers, "Is 'Oncameion Nights' not 'Do- -

""if l"can"t wear tights, nt least I can
quit." Mlas Kershaw is reported to have
said finally, and quit alio did.

Whereupon the rolo was taken over by
Margaret HannerniHii, an Kngllsh beauty
and stago star, who rotalned tho wig hut ,

discarded the tights, and is now appearing
nightly In the rolo of l'eidlta, garbed llku
Lady Godivn only in her Mowing tresses.

"Fine," suy Ihs iindon critics. "Mis3
Kershaw waB a prudo with tho narrow
prejudices of n provincial school toacher.
Mlsti Bannermnn Is a heroine who sacri-
fices modosty If, Indeed, modesty Is sacri-
ficed nt all on tho high altar of classic art.

If I Can't Wear Tights,
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Miss Willette Kershaw Who Insisted That a Shipwrecked Princess
Without Clothes Was Simply Unthinkable so Far aa

She, Personally, Was Concerned.
Copyritht, 1023, br Interaallon&l Teituro flenrlc. Inc. Oreat Britain Klibta Reierrnl,
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Americans havn no respect for classics or
traditions, anyway."

"Not so," say tho roformnrs In America.
"Wo nro proud of Miss Kershaw as an
American girl, and It she had to go nako.l
on tho stago to cpmputo with brazon Kng-IIp-

actresses, sho did qulto right to tcslgn
tho role, ilestdcs, tho Decameron Is an im-

moral book and ought to be yupprosncd,
and nuvor was n classic."

Tint first published tumor of tho chnngo
in cast had It that Miss Bannermnn not
only would wear no tight" hut that she
had had hor hair bobbed for tho part, and
wouldn't wear any wig nt nil. This, how
ovor, proved to bo exaggerated. Miss Ban
norman Is wearing a (lowing wig, hut It U
shotter than the ono worn by Miss Ker-
shaw, and tho wig is tho only thing she
wears.

"MIps Korslmw," declared Miss Bannor-man- ,

"got a wig that rouched practically to
her ankles. My tresst'H nro iihortor, but I

do tint think thorn Is any nuod of flashing.
I am placed on the rock by my maid, whu
arranges tho wig about mo, furnishing suffi-
cient covering, I think, and carrying out
the illusion of 11 stark shipwrecked woman
on lliii rock. Tho Ht'uiio limit) hut a flash,
The monk thrown n cloak ovsr tn, which
I carefully pin, and I am carrlod into tho
monastery. Thero Is no sugBestlvoness In
tho part as I play it It la simply natural-
ism in art."

Is Miss Bannorroan right or was Miss
Knrshaw right?

Tho oplsodo has dono much to rovivo tha
Jnrger controversy over tho status of the
Decameron Itself.

By a double coincidence, this controversy
occurs Just as additional Interest is rsvlvod
in Boccarclo by tho discovery of his bones
In n house In Cortnldo, near Florence, and
by n court decision In Ohio, In which a
bookseller has been convicted and lined
il.000 for tho intorslato shipment of cuplurf
of the Decameron by express.

Boccaccio's standing in America today
heforn the law Is uncertain. In most States
copies of the DecHtnoron nro carried in the
puhlla libraries, and may bo bought openly
in leading bookstores of largo cities. But,
on the other hand, whenever n dealer sends
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Riccardo and Lady Tcodora,
an Episode Presented in tho

Dramatized Version of '
Dccumcron Nights at Drury Lane.

one of tho hooks through tho malls 01
ships it from ono stnto to another, ho rum
tho risk of being hauled up In tho courts
for circulating Indecent literature.

Whatever tho mndorn vlco crusaders
mny think of Boccaccio, It is certain that
ho was not rognrded tig an Jndecent writer
in hlB own daytind time. In addition to
being recognized as a literary gonitis, lie
was what Is known nu a "prominent
citizen."

Ho lived In tho fourteenth-contury- , in
Florence, during tho early period of tho
ItoualsBnnco. Ills father wu- - a prosper-
ous merchant nnd city official (commorco
wan regarded as highly respectablo by tho
Italians, nnd oven tho Medlcls engaged in
it), ami hlit mother wna n Kronch lady. In
those days thorn was a dlfforonco between
tho words "woman" and "lady." Ills pri-vat- o

tutor was Giovanni da Strada, tho
best grammarian In Tuscany. Ho traveled
nnd studlod widely and moved In the high,
est circles. His deareut friend was th--

poet, I'otrarch.
Ills lady-lovo- , celebrated In pootry under

tho name of Klainmetta, wan Maria, daugh-
ter of tho King of Naples. Ho himself a

nn official of tho Florentine republic.
Ho was so highly regarded by tho clergy
that ho lectured on Danto's "Dlvlno Coin-ody- "

In a Florentine church. Lllto prac-
tically nil men of his period, his private
llfo was by no means u model for Puritans,
but ho died "In tho odor of sanctity" nnd
boquoathod many of his posBosslons, in-
cluding n magnificent library, to the Con-
vent of tho Holy Ghost.

And whutover modern court ruling may
dficldo with referoitco to tho question of
whether or not Boccaccio Is Immoral, ho
will continue to remain a classic. Morals
aro ono thing ami art la another. Thoy
may convict Boccaccio as immoral, but
they can never knock him olt his pedestal
ns ono of tho six greatest proso writers
who over put quill to paper.

Thoy can't bur the Nncyclopaedla Brltnn-nlc- a

from the malls, and tho Kucyclopaodli,
which Is not glvon to misplaced fulsomo
praise, nwutda Boccaccio four solid pages
of superlatives. It compares him with
Dnnte and calls him tho "father of Italian
prose." It says his work marks tho "rise
of Italian llteraluro" and will ho "n stand-
ard and model" for all tlmo. His stylo, It
says, has "grace, elegance, beauty a now
idiom. Ilexlhlo and tender."

Tho description of tho plaguo in Flor-
ence, with wlildt Boccaccio opens his De-
cameron, the Encyclopaedia says, Is a
"masterpiece of epic grandeur nnd vivid-
ness." It remarks, Incldontnlly, that tho
work contains passages ranging from "tho
highest PHthos and beuuty to tho coarsest
Hi'sntloiisness."

The "coarse licentiousness" is thoro, n.i
ovory reader of Boccaccio knows, hut what
many londurs do not know Is that practi-
cally all writers of that porlod wero "coarso
and llcHntlous" In spots, and that tho truth
Is that as writers went In thoso days ho
was notably delicate, and that his famo d

"simply bocause most of his storIo3
could bo mill in later days by decent peo-
ple, whllo most of those told by hla con-
temporaries could not, and soon passed
into oblivion."


